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of Bisotoun Area, Implications for Petrography and Joint Study

Deciphering Factors Controlling Damages on Bisotoun Iscription
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Abstract

Bisotun inscription located on the mid-way of Hamedan- Kermanshah road (40 km to Kermanshah city), is carved on
limestone cliffs exposed in the area. Dissolution of the inscription caused serious damage to the most important heritage of the
country. The area comprises massive gray limestones of the Lower Cretaceous as a part of high Zagros thrust belt.
Accordingly, the limestones are extensively tectonized and two main joint sets are developed in the area. Joint study was
performed in an area of one km around the inscription. Thereby, it is revealed that these joint sets had impact on the
dissolution of limestones. Limestone beds containing inscription are composed of mudstone to bioclastic algal wackestones.
Original mineralogy of these algal bioclasts was aragonite. A few foraminifers and pellet also occur in some samples.
Extensive jointing and unstable original mineralogy of limestone components lead to the dissolution of limestones in a
meteoric condition. Evidences such as moldic, vuggy, canal, and cavern porosity suggest a meteoric diagenetic environment.
Vugs up to centimeter scale in the field observations are evidences of karstification in the area. Jointing and dip direction of
the bedding plane cut across the middle part of the inscription; conduct the corrosive rainfall precipitation toward the
inscription surface. Consequently dissolution pit and holes were developed on it. Apparently the only practical way for
remediation is to keep the inscription surface away from these corrosive waters. Considering the dip direction of the bedding
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plane, jointing on limestones and karstification in the area, it is recommended to drain the waters from bedding plane through

a canal in a considerable distance from the inscription surface.

Kew words: Diagenesis, Bisotun, Karst, Joint, Petrography, Carbonates

Mkl gl it o 5 s 53 Jamte (o b T
s S e3l1 (Mason & Moore,1982; Follmi et al.,2004) . 4
30 sy B G187 3 a2 5K (gl antr e 31 ST 4 5ai ey pH
OLs 1, VA PH K50 Oltas Lo e gy o&ils a0 8 53 s
Sl LY 55 sl PH L s 2 sl 5 Sy o s e
o) gl 4o i 5 iy T PH L5 Jleasl 4 i ol ailaie
b a3 51 o5 B s 15 edl 55 ol 3 2L Basts
i 2alS 31 s e 4 Dby 188 4 (CO2 58 03, ) OT 3 ot
Lo aly 55555 o0 ST PH STl il 53l a5 0l a0
03 52 Skl e a0 45 s LT s (Gl e Ol g2 4 0355

S o Jor ST 0p3 4 (W13 1y (ST (sle&ew Iouil U1y
G Dlllan 5 g late o i 5K 0l 53 Y 51 (6,15 el
Sy Calis gl (Gl =Y JK8) S8 8 O e 6, KK
ooy asAlizarin Red S. Jl s Uil Law s od (oS
S yes LK Sl . Lus (¢ T8, Dickson(1980)
S iy a8 s e DLiS Eomy 3590 Y okt axils ; (leSaT
ol Sl 5 ol S g5 31 FOIK(1980) s, bl 2 O s 0 e
Slakid 5 015130555 s S5l Sy 3550 55l 55 SLgSAT ol
Laails ml ol 5581, T adyl wlis SIS S 5 b ST LSl
A (Y JK8) 03,8 Sl 1y T 6 s 505 o
el S s ¢Sl 55 i Clypeina sp. SaT ¢Sl glaes &
(Slisy S (oY JS8) 5,55 e ot 4 ST a5
glol aleam 1 (5lim ks 5 ¢ SanSls el clo i ¢ JUIST ¢ S
ol 30lge b 53 Ly or ke 4 ST ) )3 oS s Ll
SR Lot god (5 2 53 Lol 0y (6 kel LS Ol L Leliedis
e 1 (5 5 7 Y JSK8) 55 e sitalice (ST 8 e 5o
LSS 5 0 03,38 51 ol B LK ) (ST oot I 2wy Sl
3 ST S0LE st Il sl e 5525 4 5 (sl 02
(Al-Aasm & Cul g Covi Lo (6 S 5Us Glad ) 5 ales
55U I sleldss  Veizer,1986; Tucker & Wright,1990)
S5 gm0 ol S Ol Ja 5 (25 ST 5L (gl Il

Wl Lt o Sl 53 0 Sler Sl e oyl ok

\'~3| hl):r & /_ ﬂ:_ W o)led o3 5L JLeh Sl

LVRV-T

Sl 4 Ll (555 m ) Sl 5 S S Sl s Bl
33 Sl b Sl lSolS 5 3 ms 51T bl 5 el i
e P s OLaj Hg e s (Pl GLaly Sl ok 3 55 o
Sy Sl 51 (5 23,8 o LT 55 1 5o S 5 o
O gy W gy g 5 Laaid 58 dloar 100l ()b e
2345 Lledd (LS 0lS” ank lao v (535 “U@f} Okl
A1, 5 635 ol Sl s es s o Sl w53 355 g
&_,_|Sa.\;oUdué;Lﬂ)’buﬁnﬁqthIuuc;fm};&
M};diuﬂ Lal.aajfsl_:j Ol i S g Oloj Jgb s A:Aydiw
s oS oliile S 4y Ol 3l LS ST (slao oo (535 2 O s
Glaes s HUS 53 Skl 55, S opl 6,805 (Ll - ) el
oty s) Sl 03 28 St Slsl 3 Losy 5 JoS 50555 (SaT
LaasY ol 5o Slal 4 s sleT & ol kT«:.-}ﬁ(C} <) J§,:)
b o i i b IS OUL 53 bl oy ST 54
03,5 358 s skl o Sl s i 5K oyl mlaw 55 S
o=l sl o Gda Gl 5 0deT 52 5 s CuwsVL Slelis ) |
53 Lae i sl (5 b Call =Y ISK8) Sl 03,57 3515 e 1l S
Yo o Lae i ol sl ol e 1 ol Jlo 3 et K pebann
N e i 555 5 e Bl 80 BV 0 T (2,8 e Bl VT I
iz o oK S o o Sl b IO o el 5K el
Ma:u:sw;@LM,;H)u};&w%uﬁ,uﬂww%p
3 Sl 2 g o (6 4 sl Y o ol b el 03
5 LS sy 05,8 2 0T 655 2 358 sleT aliy Sulita Cor e
La) a3 sl S0 LS 5o T Lo g ot ia JT sladl
alan b s o (B SIS @t g b bilos ) cpals axd oK o 3
3 paiion OT 51 6,8 ol LSl 5 a3 e caibie ol e
.::Jf slgi

K

(=}

aS Sl ods Eelo )5 s 53 3 b adbte baw sl T Culda

ST b Lo )3 S Ll o a3 dibite sl S



-

-

----- il 3 e 43 (39 51 (o} 9lio &1 gt A0 03 93 i 9 (5 315 S 4o

Jolas a8 (J3, J4) (o= 2 ‘_;Lé,h}jfu\..&b seiS G )s &S BIETE)
oo gL dlcd IS cbinly U s dizecs ol -6 S Ja, Jb
g5 3 Az Y s L 6 oo Jled 5 sl
IR oy slao s sl );kal 3 03 5 (conjugate) T slojys
b LT Culia js e Coanl ‘VSQD‘} Ld o Js ks

..\J)\.\ijsdi;_»o.u)bﬂ):dl.aq‘ﬂ S 4 anbais

dilate o 53 0S|y (Slgzge b (T3, Ja)ol o 4 (6,0 46 dte (slae s
o 3 3L Laaal (057 368 Gas 5 Jsb 4 a5 L S p0 0 0
o Ol g5 o s 53 I ST 035 & (e sleT Sults
DLk 0a)s 463 S 358 s sleT Sl 6,8 s gl g S 8 S
e DT a5 e S0l oy ol e DI el 5 (ST

(o=t JS8) 3505 O3 e (5,503 o 0 |y 4t K
sl ailate LT 53 0 )5 anm Kl o pes Solalllas
S e 3 S S SLL Gl St 51 (U B s S
ST 53 (3L (Jolomil (g lomn 5 WIUIST 47 0l o g Joelns sl
GleT Culds j3 545 (ol ool (o 5 Call-0 JS8) 55 8 sl
S S5 A e 58 o Culg 3 5 0 25 SlaY (g &y e
Cal O wilas (Cadl -0 JSC2) ()l 5 WL ol ool IS .kl
S B 5 555 5 sl b bl s 6T 1K I8 550 &
IS sl (s GLS s S sl Sl J 28T o g5 5 00

C_,..w‘ QT olas

L

I ln gy ST i 310 st 42 56K 0513 1 55 (L& -
ST Gl iz ledas 5b 4 T ol Tom 5 il 5 (SAT
J 50350 UL g slghaen 55 il ol ol 25 ST gy b
Lk

})L@T}J}M‘})‘Jﬁeuz_)} w;‘jO)).))OMélGSAT—Y
095 4 S Sl 358 Jogd oo Sl dnan 5 e 035 (5
Lph e Ko sladels

Sl ST 033 & s el 358 1 s Jlss 0 868 gl 1 ¥
cslo i ¢ I8 ol s (g 5Lam ((glas g, Jdie 5l U jle aS iled s
oS Oloas U Whilsns 1 31 5 o 5 (Sl (5,8 ¢ JUS
Llos g5 slglames Lo b (g Ll

G Y 055 w035 558 SleT (o 550 g 52 Sl 524
jié.m@@haﬁchwWQJb%t;meC}b

\'~3| hl):r & /_ ﬂ:_ W o)led o3 5L JLeh Sl

Sl JE (i 30 55) S35 g 85 ook LS 35 (ST () o ot
}‘Mgzw—é)‘ﬁ‘)—w\«ixsﬁawksﬁﬁoﬁh@ﬁﬂf
35 o sl S LT fds 5 Loy b Aty o Loy ol oo
OT KoL aibate wlid ) 45 ,b (Bathurst, 1975; Folk,1980)
23 o A5 0MT VL 155 Sy 55 50 Jsb 53 g o) o7
Lsen 53 6555 b Bles 50350 STV (5l o e
(Falcon,1954; sUlazils Hl 3 (6 s Joes a9 t;)j(.f RNt
o3 edaslis b dals &8 & 1,25 Braud,1979; Alavi,1994)
LeSaT ol ys gkl U s (o)lad INouil ud Sl alasShe L6 5 Gaos
oo LT ol s sl pslibe 5T ol ol 3 58 o 0
ols e sl 095 4 s sl T olla 5 )8 S 5 28
U oY el led )3 5035 3L dibate Koo sloaY (g ol
30 Sl 5 Sl oS (s 5 v Y b Ll LS sles s
N35E/5 1 ol ple and 5K 0diyls y5 Y Slaatbes oy o
o 3 03 9 45§ 3 el (S o 41 SN i ren S SE

g s opl 4 g adsy
;..il.x_ajg.l?csj,éj):G«Lﬂl)l:ﬂﬂo}:uﬁ&;»ﬁhej):rfij
Al g ey it gL (Ko 0553 4 el LT 5 Ll
o b S et (lae s caiate (glao}ys o Fodas (Ll -8 JSC2)
5 5“"““'“}‘:@&‘55“”’“5”‘“65‘}”&“&“
o_?)\}@_ﬁ JJs OINIOW UNSE w5, LT o5 8 .ot [SKaTs 5
sl 1y LT Olss oo 10 .l ammys Av JIVe Clii b (o) Tk
Tl 53 0353 s ol J b el s - Jlad o B L)y L (3
5 LT 358 e iy e 503 i 4 5 0350 3L 5 B e
IV o3y opl ol onl osinysT e f0 1 Lao pus (lao,lS o
s GleT Colds 53 ege i T 05,8 (laej s 10 .l g ¥
03,5 3gee Lo i Ty laojys byls T Os )85 ST 050
Al ST g 5 o 3 e e yn 1) T U155 035 (T1) sl
il Gy Cms s 4331 LT i s NTOE JINSOE (T i
bl e Vo I LGT e ol b
w5 o 5 OT i (g 5lome 0T 55 4 o g ss Y

L:ajJJc\I_wJL‘)_:‘SJLi_A

055 w3 35 adl . L)ls (6 2eS Coeal T1 4 Cd J2 (glao s 555 0
eSSl o 4 4S5 gn oy a3 5 (Ja, Tb) s 05
Sy =t e 3 a8 a5 8 Olen 33,8 o i o T 8
32 T10,8 s glulis 0B adbate )3 Ggb o)) arws Hlgx
ns e Ol g ea g 058 ssme LB a5 Ty 058 il (6 2
Jlat 4 dms oo JSE5 om 3500 b JUS 550 0555 s 53 oS



----- Gl 39 S 41 (40 39 (o 39bhie 43 ¢y g ki © 3 5 ey g (S 3L S i

o Sl ey 5 0 dalos (oS 355 Sl Sl p e Y e

.»;!Jg-l‘}x»);cj;l“gjb

Sl el
ol slaassa el bls 4 olisle §7 Kon b Sl s o)l3l Sy ke
C‘,_L; edSiils L;‘LA}LSJ‘)‘ rj_."an Coiglee :}_&wﬁjgi._’; aallas
4335 S ki aly (23S il s bl o L oy o8l
OLaSTT o ylsl 31 gwidia L JIds wkige BT 1358 s Sl 58 ailate
S sy Son GLaG s bl 4 5 e S5
b OLS 6350 A @b LI 5 (65 557 (Slasl g0 )y 2355 00

@3UT (sigr e @l )80 S 5 glaialy sl Ol Olizel
GUT 1l Jl5,005 o g olisile S7 Kt 5 Sl ol el )8
50 Sy B S5 o mome Wl )I8 015 (6 BL Sk o iy
Ll o ol ot 03 8 1 delos uikige il IS e
a1y el BT Gl 35 8 o S5 OT (slaw 5oi pH (5,8 100
> L g (13 S bl L o gy oKCils aals G 56

238 o ) Sl

ol oy S 53 0 gy a5 K LBl o b g (LI S8
OFA+ Ol slaesl bl 51 4 5 ) oliile S = 0ldkas
Cond 4o ((Karimi at al., 1999 1) § s adbaie ol e 4l (0
3 S35 (g ol 0k aimia 0SBl b e 5K oS L

O s 053 5 5055555 ST Ola 5 O sy 428 K oKt L

23 48 el i G okl 3 e s g (Sl T L sk )
2335 sy 5350 5a 3 5 Dlowil e o a2 g I rse 0T )

Al g 25 b ) (ke
36358 LT Ol gy ol s 51 (6,8 o oo S, -0
035 el iy 33 411 428 5K 4 ol L 3550 s ku4Y o
G ks ls S e e OT 53 058G e sl glae i plas
o e e Y e )3 laigh (o I8 K i LS
3,8 Cgln 0T sl o s o oo 4y a2 50 a1 1 LT
o e 5 S gm el 0> 8 (aintie ot IS 5308 65 Dles
o bt 5 Y shizalys oSl gl S b OV
4 Oy 3l G L LT 152 O S m 40 (oS i b 5 L oY
Gl Bl ) S ol O 4y 5 paz 355 53 (G55 797 o
sl 31457 8L (658 4 il 4 5w oyl el B OV (ol Al
a5 aallan b ol 03 ol by 53 (6,8 o OT & T 65 2
PSS L S ol tige ol 5 S SIS ol iy
b oolgiing OV dlols 5 o b caaY (oIl 5 onige 165 35

'\Y’e)L.,.:. sr.héju JL» A )L@J.




----- il 3 e 43 (39 51 (o} 9lio &1 gt A0 03 93 i 9 (5 315 S 4o

- hﬂ‘ e e s o gl e
. s 4l b
' v
L
=
Lyt dall el L A8 il Tk
& 4 b 4 ¥
” 18 M ”
Bk ' [EFETTETTN TR

(dﬂ)MU;)QMU’&AT‘SLﬁaN):L@Tu:.vL;MQYCEM}LAM‘}J&M)M}&}L@}A(J‘—YJg.'b
b g 5 (g ey g 5 et §eSn Loy (sisa ¥ o 1 OT ot bl 55 AT (S, 50 b 5 (Sl (slae i 5 28 (0

O 0iyls 51 53 0 e el IVomil 153 423 58K 0 4y Sk T 3l (5 a2 5080 a3 05 3l 5 Dol 31 )3

oS Ol L 457 ST (Sl Solabad JMomil 31 56 I 3o 40 00 gt 423 56K GLSAT 1 g sKs Koo s s (Ll ¥ S

25 Clypeina sp. SaT <Sla o Ky Ko goa5 (0ol 0dd (5 50T &5 )T Jloms b @i as ol 0 PPL 5 0358 ar 55 Lilodkd (5 5Lul
(ol 0y (6 5leal Olor 5 iy Lo 7 oS DUITOW ol |y 0 528 5 EC2dS sl (ol 5550 XPL 55 ¢ ulS ol 052875 6K
PPL 5 el 0dd (6 skl oS Ol b &8 SaT & sl s (microfracturing) KeaSls Jsss (3 ol p 8+ oW, 5 PPL,

Apbe oS5

@;Oj-@ W oladt s 5ls Jlh )l




ool (glae353 ol b e 0dins OLES (Gums dus 15 503 (O 00 g 42d 56K O 3ol SSAT 53 bao 3 S8, 5 S s i (LI -8 S
}wﬁﬂy\;bjéé%‘éueﬁ:-63_‘,53\"_‘:::3}0_9wj&ﬁchmdqulfdu\gqychmt(Ja,Jb)g}&hoj)éa(Jl,Jz)
dilate (slae 53 (65 558 413 05 (g ool ok e S5 55 425 5K o 5T 25 5 s O3l ol 12 (6 IE S (30t S g0 25 S

s ph e e & S (61 e ) plad B0 gt s g K O30l

SAT el Slabas JMowil 51 26 JUET i (Ot 5K CansVU 51 ST LSl g5l KT 5 s 45505 (Call -0 IS

S)als
i V1Y 6 pian LT Ol ) slaesle bl - VWAL ) 428 skl 5 & 5 Jum Olejlo

References

Al-Aasm, I. S. & Veizer, J., 1986- Diagenetic Stabilization of Aragonite and Low Mg Calcite, II Stable Isotopes in Rudists,
J. S. P. 56, No. 6. p. 763-770.

Alavi, M., 1994 - Tectonic of the Zagros orogenic belt of Iran: new data and interpretations, Tectonophysics 229, p. 211-238.

Bathurst, R. G. C., 1975- Carbonate sediments and their diagenesis, Amsterdam, Elsevier, 658 p.

Braud, J., 1978- Geological quadrangle of Iran, No. C 6, scale 1/250000, Geological Survey. Of Iran with Explanatory note.

Dickson, J.A.D., 1980-Staining thin section: Alizarin Red S and Potassium Ferricyanide stain, in: Okhravi, R.,1982-
Carbonate microfacies and Depositional environment of the Joachim Dolomite (Middle Ordovician) Southeast Missouri
and Southern Illinois, U. S. A., Unpub. Ph. D. Thesis, Univ. of Illinois (Urbana Champaign), 141 p.

Falcon, N.L., 1958- Position of oil fields of southwest Iran with respect to relevant sedimentary basins, in: Lewis, G. W. (ed.)
Habitat of oil, a symposium conducted by the AAPG, London. P.1279- 93.

Folk, R. C., 1980- Sedimentary Petrology, Hemphill Pub. Co., Texas, 185 p.

Follmi, K., Tamburini, F., Hosein R., Van De Schootbrugge, B. Arn K. & Rambeau, C., 2004 - Phosphorus, a Servant Faithful
to Gaia? Biosphere Remediation Rather than Regulation, in: Scientists Dabate Gaia, The Next Century, by: Schneider, S.
H.; Muller, J. R.; Crist, E. and Boston, P. J. (eds.) MIT Press, Cambridge, P. 79-92.

Karimi Bavandpour, A., Hajihoseini, A. & Sahandi, M., 1999- Geological map of Kermanshah, 1/100,000, G.S.I.

Mason, B. & Moore, C. B.,1982- Principles of Geochemistry, John Wiley and Sons, 344p.

Tucker, M. E. & Wright, P.V. ,1990- Carbonate Sedimentology, Blackwell Scientific Pub. Oxford, 482 p.

Wosled ors L Jlo AT g © )'ﬁ@j@@ﬁ




